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COPIES  OF  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  National  Vaccine  Board  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department ; — 
and,  of  other  Papers  relative  to  Vaccination,  vv^hich 
have  been  submitted  to  his  consideration  since  the 
1st  of  December  1825  : — viz. 


I.— REPORT  OF  THE  VACCINE  BOARD. 

II.— PAPER  FROM  HOSPITAL  FOR  CASUAL  SMALL  POX  AND  VACCINATION. 

III.— COMMUNICATION  FROxM  THE  ADMIRALTY. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed,  2 March  1826. 


I.— REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  VACCINE  BOARD. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Robert  Peel,  Secretary  of  State,  &c.  &c. 

SIR, 

According  to  the  Bills  of  Mortality  for  1825,  the  Deaths  by  Small  Pox 
amount  to  1 ,299,  a much  greater  number  than  has  been  reported  for  some  years 
past.  We  had  reason  to  apprehend,  from  our  communications  with  Medical  Prac- 
titioners in  various  parts  of  the  country,  that  this  Disease  had  prevailed  lately  with 
more  than  its  usual  malignity ; and  our  suspicions  have  been  confirmed,  by  what  has 
occurred  in  the  JMetropolis. 

From  this  melancholy  Statement,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that, 
although  during  the  last  year  2,000  more  persons  have  been  vaccinated  by  our 
stationary  Vaccinators,  than  during  any  fonner  year,  yet  the  lower  orders  of  society 
continue  to  be  prejudiced  against  Vaccination,  and  so  careless  of  the  issue,  that 
they  still  allow  Small  Pox  to  take  its  course. 

And  yet,  what  argument  more  powerful  can  be  urged  in  favour  of  Vaccination, 
than  the  daily  remark  which  the  least  observant  must  make,  that  in  our  churches, 
our  theatres,  and  in  every  large  assemblage  of  the  people,  to  see  a young  person 
bearing  the  marks  of  Small  Pox  is  now  of  extremely  rare  occurrence. 

To  what  can  the  freedom  from  the  vestiges  of  so  loathsome  a disease  be  attri- 
buted, but  to  the  protecting  influence  of  Vaccination  r for  Inoculation  has  now  been 
disused  by  all  respectable  Practitioners  for  some  time  past. 

Tliat  a considerable  number  of  persons  have  had  Small  Pox  after  having  been 
vaccinated,  we  are  ready  to  admit ; although  of  cases  of  this  kind  presented  to  us, 
a large  majority  are  found,  on  examination,  to  be  without  that  test  of  the  operation 
having  been  performed  successfully,  and  effectually,  which  all  agree  to  be  necessary 
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I.— REPORT  FROM  VACCINE  BOARD. 


to  perfect  security ; yet  some,  from  a peculiarity  of  constitution,  similar  to  that, 
perhaps,  which  admits  the  Small  Pox  twice,  are  still  susceptible  of  the  variolous 
infection. 

But  we  do  at  the  same  time  continue  to  contend,  on  the  fullest  evidence,  that 
the  subsequent  disease  is  a safe  one,  and  frequently  as  mild  as  the  chicken  pox, 
which,  when  it  occurred,  as  it  often  did  after  Inoculation,  occasioned  neither  alarm 
nor  surprise. 

Vaccination  therefore,  it  will  be  said,  does  not  afford  an  absolute  and  perfect 
security.  We  do  not  present  it  to  the  world  with  that  pretension,  but  we 
declare  that  it  is  the  least  imperfect  of  the  resources  which  we  possess — that  it  has 
as  many  advantages  over  Inoculation  (which  we  desire  it  should  supersede)  as  the 
latter  has  over  the  natural  Small  Pox  ; besides  this  great  and  peculiar  merit,  that  it 
communicates  no  contagion  ; for  it  should  be  remembered,  that  Inoculation,  where- 
soever it  is  used,  there  it  establishes  immediately  a source  of  infection  ; and  it  is 
notorious,  that  whatever  protection  individuals  might  experience  from  it,  the  Mor- 
tality in  London  was  eventually  increased  by  it,  as  it  was  the  occasion  of  keeping 
up  a constant  supply  of  contagious  disease. 

We  continue  to  receive  applications  from  all  quarters  of  the  world  for  Vaccine 
Lymph  ; and  in  answer  to  our  correspondents,  never  fail  to  communicate  to  them 
such  improvements  in  the  management  of  Vaccination,  as  our  experience  may  from 
time  to  time  suggest.  That  the  success  of  this  great  resource  depends  very  much  on 
the  manner  in  which  the  process  is  conducted,  is  proved  by  our  own  observations  in 
this  country,  and  is  amply  confirmed  by  the  accounts  which  we  receive  from  the 
Continent,  in  many  parts  of  which,  where  the  method  inculcated  by  this  Board  has 
been  adopted,  the  Small  Pox  may  be  said  to  be  almost,  if  not  altogether  extirpated. 

HENRY  HALFORD, 

President  of  the  Royal  Coll,  of  Physicians. 

Alg^  Frampton,'\  Censors  of  the  Royal  College 
Joseph  AgeVy  / of  Physicians. 

W“  LYNN, 

President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

John  Ahernethyy 

Vice  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Clem}  Hue,  M.  D. 

Registrar. 


II.— HOSPITAL  FOR  CASUAL  SMALL  POX,  &c. 


II. 

HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  CASUAL  SMALL  POX,  AND  FOR 

VACCINATION. 

EXTRACT  from  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  at  the  General  Court,  held  on 
Thursday  the  ist  day  of  December,  1825  ; — present,  F.  G.  Hanrott,  Esq.  Chairman  > 
A.  S.  Gordon,  Esq.  Dr.  Geo.  Gregory,  8cc.  &c.  &c. 

*^HE  Physician  then  produced  and  read  the  Medical  Report  hereto  annexed,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  a fair  transcript  thereof  be  presented,  with  the  grateful  respects  of  the  Court, 
to  His  Royal  Highness  the  President,  and  also  the  Right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department. 

(Extracted  from  the  Minutes.) 

(signed)  A.  Highmore,  Secretary. 

5th  Januaiy  1826, 


COPY  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 

(Dec.  1,  1825.) 

To  H.  R.  H.  The  Duke  of  York,  President. 

To  the  Vice  Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Governors  of  the  Hospital  for 
Casual  Small  Pox  and  Vaccination. 

THE  flattering  manner  in  which  the  Governors  have  been  pleased  to  receive  the  former 
reports  of  their  Physician,  encourages  him  to  submit  a regular  account  of  the  proceedings 
■which  have  taken  place  within  the  walls  of  the  Hospital  during  the  present  year ; and  this 
he  does  the  more  willingly,  as  in  his  humble  estimation  they  will  be  found  to  inculcate 
lessons  of  great  interest  to  individuals,  and  of  much  value  even  in  a national  point  of  view. 
So  long  as  Parliamentary  encouragement  is  given  to  Vaccination,  and  legislative  enactments 
are  in  force  against  those  who,  without  sufficient  precaution,  disseminate  variolous  conta- 
gion, it  must  surely  be  considered  as  of  paramount  importance  to  ascertain,  by  the  fullest  and 
strictest  investigation,  that  the  national  confidence  is  not  misplaced,  and  that  the  penalties 
of  the  law  are  not  unduly  exercised.  To  the  discussion  of  a question  of  such  vast  conse- 
quence as  the  value  of  Vaccination,  your  Physician  comes  without  prejudice  or  bias  of  any 
kind.  The  Institution  which  you  have  appointed  him  to  superintend,  is  alike  open  to  those 
who  suft'er  from  Small  Pox,  and  to  those  who  have  confidence  in  the  protecting  powers  o 
Vaccination  ; and  while  he  holds  his  present  office,  it  shall  be  his  study  to  note,  impartially, 
the  facts  which  pass  before  his  eyes,  and  to  submit  them  to  the  notice  of  the  Governors, 
accompanied  only  with  such  comments  as  appear  necessary  to  enable  them  and  the  public 
to  form  a just  estimate  on  points  purely  professional. 

It  is  probably  well  known  to  the  Governors  that  Small  Pox,  which  is  never  entirely  absent 
from  any  large  town  or  district,  yet  prevails  at  certain  times  to  a much  greater  extent,  and 
spreads  with  much  greater  facility  thaji  at  other  times  : that  is  to  say,  it  becomes  occasion- 
ally epidemic.  It  prevailed  thus  at  Edinburgh,  in  1818  ; at  Norwich,  in  1819  ; at  Chichester, 
and  its  neighbourhood,  in  1822  ; and  at  Oxford,  in  1824.  During  the  present  year  (1825) 
Small  Pox  has  been  decidedly  epidemic  in  London ; the  consequence  of  which  has  been 
a most  remarkable  augmentation  in  the  applications  for  admission  into  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital.  The  number  more  than  doubles  that  of  1824,  and  approaches  very  nearly  to  the 
highest  number  ever  known  since  the  foundation  of  the  Hospital,  in  1746.  To  give  the 
Governors  some  notion  of  the  comparative  prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  this  and  former  years, 
and  to  show,  at  the  same  time,  the  degree  of  influence  which  Vaccination  has  had  in 
lessening  both  the  quantity  of  Small  Pox  in  London,  and  its  rate  of  mortality,  your  Phy- 
sician begs  to  submit  the  following  Table  of  the  Admissions  into  the  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
and  of  the  Deaths  which  have  happened  there,  within  the  last  fifty  years,  divided  into  two 
periods  of  twenty-five  years  each,  during  the  first  of  which  Vaccination  was  unknown, 
while  in  the  next  it  was  almost  universally  practised. 
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II.— HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  CASUAL  SMALL  POX, 


Table  i. — ADMISSIONS  and  DEATHS  at  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  during  Fifty  Years, 

(omitting 


YEAH. 

ADMISSIONS. 

DEATHS. 

Rate  of  Mortality  per  Cent. 

1776 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

374 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

- 

21  in 

100. 

1777 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

497 

- 

- 

125 

- 

- 

- 

25 

99 

1778 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

269 

- 

- 

74 

- 

- 

- 

27 

99 

1779 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

351 

- 

- 

136 

- 

- 

- 

46 

99 

00 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

175 

- 

- 

53 

- 

- 

- 

30 

1781 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

646 

- 

- 

257 

- 

- 

- 

40 

99 

1782 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

122 

- 

- 

52 

- 

- 

- 

42 

99 

1783 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

382 

- 

- 

121 

- 

- 

- 

32 

99 

00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

351 

- 

- 

127 

- 

- 

- 

36 

99 

1785 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

314 

- 

- 

108 

- 

- 

- 

34 

99 

1786 

- 

- 

- 

- t 

- 

175 

- 

- 

51 

- 

- 

- 

29 

99 

00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

362 

- 

- 

106 

- 

- 

- 

29 

99 

00 

00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

142 

- 

- 

49 

- 

- 

- 

34 

99 

1789 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

285 

- 

- 

107 

- 

- 

- 

38 

99 

1790 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

192 

- 

- 

68 

- 

- 

- 

35 

99 

1791 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

277 

- 

- 

89 

- 

- 

- 

32 

99 

1792 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

188 

- 

- 

58 

- 

- 

- 

30 

. 

99 

J793 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

358 

- 

- 

134 

- 

- 

- 

37 

it 

1794 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

213 

- 

- 

72 

- 

- 

- 

33 

” ! 

1795 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

180 

- 

- 

48 

- 

- 

- 

27 

1 

''  ! 

1796 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

447 

- 

- 

148 

- 

- 

- 

33 

1 

99 

1797 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 

27 

*9  1 

1798 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

265 

- 

- 

89 

- 

- 

- 

33 

99  1 

1799 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

151 

- 

- 

43 

- 

- 

- 

e8 

99 

i8oo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

250 

- 

- 

68 

- 

- 

- 

*7 

99 

25  years. 

7,017 

2,277 

32  i 

The  foregoing  Table  points  out  that  the  admissions  into  the  Hospital,  during  1825, 
of  patients  with  casual  Small  Pox,  have  been  greater  than  in  any  year  since  1797, 
and  have  been  exceeded  only  by  the  years  1777,  1781  and  1796.  It  shows,  also,  that 
the  extent  to  which  natural  Small  Pox  exists  in  London,  has  been  greatly  diminished 
since  the  introduction  of  Vaccination,  the  admissions  having  been  nearly  one  half 
less  in  the  second,  than  in  the  first  of  the  periods  to  which  this  Table  refers.  We 
may  learn  from  it,  thirdly,  that  the  average  mortality  of  Small  Pox  has  also  diminished 
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viz.  from  1776  to  1825  inclusive,  with  the  Rate  of  Mortality  per  Cent  in  each  Year 


Fractions.) 


YEAR. 

ADMISSIONS. 

DEATHS. 

Rate  of  Mortality  per  Cent. 

1801 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

177 

- 

55 

- 

- 

- 31  in 

100. 

1802 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

175 

- 

68 

- 

- 

- 39 

» 

1803 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

98  - 

- 

22 

- 

- 

- 22 

99 

1804 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

48  - 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 17 

99 

1805 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

280 

- 

97 

- 

- 

- 35 

99 

1806 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

- 

35 

- 

- 

- 35 

99 

00 

0 

•vi 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

172 

- 

48 

- 

- 28 

99 

1808 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

128 

- 

36 

- 

- 

- 28 

99 

1809 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

146 

- 

41 

- 

- 

- 28 

99 

1810 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

149 

- 

51 

- 

- 

- 34 

99 

1811 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

94 

- 

22 

- 

- 

- 23 

99 

1812 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

144 

- 

54 

- 

- 

- 37 

99 

1813 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

69 

- 

18 

- 

- 

- 26 

99 

1814 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

79 

- 

26 

- 

- 

- 33 

,» 

1815 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

101 

- 

34 

- 

- 

T 34 

99 

1816 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

141 

" 

29 

- 

- 

- 20 

99 

1817 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

160 

- 

1 

48 

- 

- 

- 30 

,, 

\«i8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

58  - 

1 

1 _ 

H 

- 

- 

- 24 

,, 

1819 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

193 

- 

61 

- 

- 

- 32 

99 

1820 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

142 

- 

34 

- 

- 

- 25 

99 

1821 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

117 

- 

49 

- 

- 

- 42 

99 

1822 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

194 

- 

57 

- 

- 

- 29 

99 

1823 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

151 

- 

37 

- 

- 

- 24 

99 

1824 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i - 

199 

- 

54 

- 

- 

- 27 

99 

1825 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

419 

- 

120 

- 

- 

* 28 

99 

25  years. 

3,743 

1,118 

30 

1 


IS 

i'i 


probably  from  the  same  cause,  although  only  in  a very  slight  degree,  viz.  32  f in  a hundred 
to  30. 

During  the  present  epidemic,  the  mortality  would  appear,  from  the  above  Table,  to  have 
fallen  rather  below  the  annual  average,  but  more  accurate  inquiries  would  lead  to  the  belief 
that  this  is  to  be  attributed  altogether  to  the  influence  of  Vaccination,  and  that  in  fact  the 
epidemic  has  been  one  of  unusual  malignity.  To  illustrate  this,  your  Physician  subjoins 
a Table,  detailing  and  arranging  the  several  cases  which  have  been  admitted  into  the  Hos- 
pital in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 
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II.— HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  CASUAL  SMALL  POX, 


Table  2. — ADMISSIONS  into  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  in  the  Year  1825. 


Admitted. 

Cured. 

Died. 

• Rate  of 
Mortality 
per  Cent. 

(A.) — Casual  Small  Pox  in  the  unprotected  - 

263 

156 

107 

41 

(B.) — Casual  Small  Pox  after  Vaccination  - 

147 

135 

12 

8 

(C.) — Casual  Small  Pox  after  Inoculation 

2 

1 

1 

- 

(D.) — Eruptive  Diseases  not  variolous 

7 

7 

- 

- 

Total  _ _ - 

419 

299 

120 

29 

The  Governors  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  remarkable  difference  between  the  deaths 
which  have  occurred  among  the  unprotected,  and  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantage 
of  previous  Vaccination.  The  records  of  the  Hospital  present  but  few  instances  of  a rate 
of  mortality  as  high  as  41  per  cent;  yet  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  would 
have  been  the  average  of  1825,  but  for  the  influence  of  Vaccination, 

In  those  cases  which  have  occurred  subsequent  to  Vaccination,  it  is  natural  to  presume 
that  the  Governors  will  feel  considerable  interest ; more  especially  when  they  find  that  they 
constitute  more  than  one  third  of  the  total  numbers  admitted  ; and  that  they  have  proved 
fatal  in  the  formidable  proportion  of  eight  in  a hundred.  This  class  of  cases  forms  a new 
and  a very  curious  feature  in  the  history  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospital ; and  your  Physician, 
therefore,  thinks  he  shall  be  performing  an  acceptable  service,  by  directing  the  attention  of 
the  Governors,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  them.  For  this  purpose  he  has  prepared  a Table, 
in  which  the  cases  forming  the  subdivision  (B)  of  the  preceding  Table  are  expanded  and 
classed. 


Table  3. — CLASSIFICATION  of  147  Cases  of  Casual  Small  Pox  after  Vaccination,  which 
have  occurred  at  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  during  the  Year  1825. 


Class. 

Small  Pox  after  Vaccination.  1825. 

. No. 

1. 

Cases  so  slight  as  hardly  to  be  recognized,  as  Small  Pox,  and  which 
were  discharged,  cured,  within  seven  days  from  the  period  of  their 
admission  __________ 

30 

2. 

Cases  in  which  the  disease  was  well  characterized  but  highly  modified, 
running  through  its  stages  rapidly,  and  enabling  the  patients  to 
leave  the  Hosjrital,  cured,  within  ten  days  from  their  admission 

- 47 

3- 

Cases  of  modified  Small  Pox,  somewhat  severer,  but  where  the 
patients  were  discharged,  cured,  within  fourteen  days  from  their 
admission  » ,, 

36 

4- 

Cases  in  which  the  Small  Pox  was  modified,  but  where  from  consti- 
tutional weakness,  or  accompanying  disease,  the  convalescence  was 
protracted  to  three  weeks  and  upwards  _ _ - - - 

9 

5* 

Cases  in  which  the  disease  ran  the  usual  course  of  natural  Small  Pox, 
but  terminated  favourably 

’3  ' 

6. 

Ditto,  terminating  unfavourably 

12 

; Total  of  Subdivision  (B.)  - - - 

147 
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The  foregoing  statement  shows  that  out  of  147  persons  labouring  under  Small  Pox,  sub- 
sequent to  Vaccination,  113  passed  through  the  disease  without  ditRculties  or  danger,  and 
left  the  Hospital,  cured,  within  fourteen  days  from  the  period  of  their  admission  (which  was 
commonly  the  second  day  of  the  eruption).  In  a few  cases,  the  convalescence  was  pro- 
tracted to  three  or  four  weeks.  25  passed  through  the  disease  in  its  natural  or  unmodified 
form,  of  whom  1 2 died. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  your  Physician  does  not  attempt  to  conceal  from  the  Governors 
this  melancholy  truth,  he  is  anxious,  on  the  other,  that  they  should  not  allow  the  circum- 
stance to  exert  an  undue  influence  over  their  minds.  He  would  wish  them  to  remember 
tliat  this  epidemic  has  proved  unusually  malignant  and  fatal  among  the  unprotected,  and  a 
strong  presumption  hence  arises,  that  a similar  extent  of  mortality  may  not  occur  again  for 
a long  series  of  years.  Looking,  moreover,  to  the  happy  result  of  the  gicat  majority  of  the 
cases  in  this  class,  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  supposition,  that  many  of  those  unfortunate 
persons  were  vaccinated  unskilfully,  carelessly  and  imperfectly.  As  these  fatal  cases  will 
probably  excite,  in  a peculiar  degree,  the  sympathy  of  the  Governors,  your  Physician  in. 
another  Table,  (No.  4,)  has  given  some  further  particulars  concerning  them,  which  may 
serve  to  lessen,  in  some  degree,  the  unfavourable  impression  which  they  might  otherwise 
give  of  the  value  of  Vaccination.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  Table,  that  the  evidence  of  Vac- 
cination, (viz.  the  scar  upon  the  arm)  is  in  most  of  the  cases  very  deficient ; nor  will  it 
escape  observation,  that  these  persons  were  all  vaccinated  in  the  country,  where  fresh  and 
genuine  lymph  is  obtained  with  so  much  greater  difficulty  than  in  large  towns.  It  appears 
to  your  Physician  well  worthy  of  notice,  that,  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  which  have  oc- 
curred in  your  Hospital,  this  year,  subsequent  to  Cow  Pox,  four  only  were  vaccinated  in 
London,  all  of  whom  had  the  disease  mildly  ; and  of  those  four,  but  one  at  this  Establish- 
ment. 


Table  4. — PARTICULARS  of  the  Twelve  Fatal  Cases  of  Small  Pox  subsequent  to 
presumed  Vaccination,  which  occurred  at  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  in  1825. 


N- 

NAME. 

Age. 

When  and  where  Vaccinated. 

Character  of  Cicatrix.* 

1. 

John  Richardson 

26 

in  the  country  _ _ - 

not  perceptible. 

2. 

Samuel  Lacey 

25 

ditto  - _ - _ 

small. 

3- 

Sarah  Woof 

23 

ditto  _ - - - 

ditto. 

4- 

Robert  Hanson 

2r> 

reports  himself  to  have  been 
vaccinated. 

not  perceptible. 

5- 

John  Tubb 

27 

in  Hampshire,  at  ten  years  of  age 

ditto. 

6. 

Eliza  Olney 

18 

at  Hitchin,  Hertfordshire 

large  and  smooth. 

7- 

Stephen  Booth 

22 

in  Cheshire  - - - - 

large  and  long. 

0 0 

8. 

Thomas  Cater  - 

25 

in  Worcestershire  - - - 

large. 

9- 

William  Johnson 

27 

in  Bedfordshire  - - - 

small,  not  indented. 

10. 

W.  Wells 

19 

in  the  country  _ _ - 

like  a large  burn  scar. 

11. 

Henry  Smith  - 

22 

in  Sufiblk  - 

could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. 

12. 

Mary  Butler  - 

23 

in  Wiltshire  - - - - 

hardly  perceptible. 

* The  following  are  the  characters  of  a perfect  cicatrix  : — IT  should  be  distinctly  defined,  perfectly 
circular,  indented,  radiated,  and  not  larger  than  the  size  of  a common  wafer.  The  diameter  of  the 
scar,  however,  is  of  less  importance  than  its  circular  and  well  defined  edge. 


Your  Physician  desires,  next,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Governors  to  the  remarkable 
extent  to  which  the  practice  of  Vaccination  has  been  carried  at  this  Hospital;  during  the 
present  year  the  numbers  vaccinated  amount  to  4,003,  exceeding  very  considerably  the 
highest  number  hitherto  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  Hospital.  This  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing Table,  which  your  Physician  considers  as  signally  calculated  to  display  the  gradual* 
but  steady  advances  which  Vaccination  has  made  in  public  estimation. 


A 4 


Table  5- 


8 


II.-HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  CASUAL  SMALL  POX, 


Table  5.— NUMBERS  Vaccinated  at  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  during  Twenty  Years ; divided 

into  Four  Periods  of  Five  Years  each. 


When  the  Governors  reflect,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  present  year.  Small  Pox  has 
been  raging  as  an  epidemic  of  peculiar  severity  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  that  families 
of  vaccinated  children  have  been  every  where  fully  and  freely  exposed  to  Small  Pox  conta- 
gion, they  must  be  convinced,  that  the  increasing  number  of  applications  for  the  Vaccine 
protection,  which  the  records  of  this  year  present,  can  arise  only  from  an  increasing  confi- 
dence in  its  powers.  A forcible  illustration  of  this  may  be  drawn  from  the  circumstance, 
that  very  many  parents  have  in  the  course  of  the  year  brought  their  children  to  be  vacci- 
nated, after  experiencing  in  their  own  families  the  occurrence  of  the  mild  or  modified 
Small  Pox.  Nowise  discouraged  by  this,  it  has  rather  strengthened  their  confidence  in 
Vaccination,  by  the  positive  proof  thus  given  of  the  extraordinary  change  which  is  worked 
in  the  human  body  by  an  operation  so  simple,  so  gentle,  and  altogether  so  disproportionate 
to  its  effects. 


Your 
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Your  Physician  would  be  content,  that  the  facts  now  detailed  should  speak  for  them- 
selves; but  placed  as  he  is,  he  might  be  considered  wanting  in  his  duty,  if  he  omitted  to 
subjoin  the  impression  which  they  have  left  upon  his  own  mind.  Regretting,  in  common 
with  every  friend  of  humanity,  that  Vaccination  has  not  sustained  the  high  character  with 
which  it  was  ushered  into  public  notice,  he  is  yet  thoroughly  convinced  of  its  positive 
benefits,  and  of  its  infinite  superiority  over  the  very  questionable  process  of  variolous  Ino- 
culation. By  Vaccination  the  safety  of  individuals  is  obtained  in  a degree  nearly,  if  not 
fully  as  great  as  by  Inoculation;  and  it  is  a safety  purchased  without  the  fearful  risk 
(amounting  almost  to  certainty)  of  exposing  numberless  fellow  creatures  to  sickness,  misery 
and  death. 

Your  Physician,  therefore,  concludes  by  recommending  to  the  General  Court  of  Governors 
to  hold  out  every  encouragement  to  Vaccination,  as  the  best  means  of  fulfilling  the  great 
object  which  they  have  at  heart,  the  relief  and  the  prevention  of  Casual  Small  Pox. 


IN  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Secretary  Peel,  the  Board  of  the  National  Vac- 
cine Establishment  proceeded  without  delay  to  consider  the  Report  of  the  Physician  of 
the  Small  Pox  Hospital.  The  only  part  of  that  Report  which  seemed  important  was  that 
which  stated  that  twelve  persons  had  died  of  Small  Pox,  in  the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  after 
Vaccination. 

To  authenticate  this  fact,  if  it  were  a fact,  the  Board  requested  the  attendance  of  Doctor 
Gregory,  the  Physician  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  and  author  of  the  Report ; and  they 
believe  that  they  cannot  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Right  honourable  Secretaiy,  for  information 
on  the  subject,  and  for  a refutation  of  the  statement,  if  it  could  be  refuted,  better,  than  by 
subjoining  the  questions  put  to  Doctor  Gregory,  and  the  answers  given  by  him. — They 
were  as  follows: — 

Q. — When  a person  has  been  vaccinated  successfully  and  effectually,  do  you  not  expect 
to  find  a cicatrix  indication  of  this  in  the  arm  ? 

A. — Most  certainly. 

Q. — Will  you  describe  the  character  of  the  cicatrix  which  marks  a perfect  Vaccination? 

A. — It  should  be  very  distinctly  defined,  perfectly  circular,  with  indentations,  and  of  a 
size  not  larger  than  that  of  a small  wafer,  or  a sixpence. 

Q. — Did  this  characteristic  mark  of  a perfect  Vaccination  appear  in  the  arm  of  John 
Richardson  ? 

A. — Certainly  not ; and  with  regard  to  all  the  rest  of  the  twelve,  excepting  William 
Johnson,  the  characteristic  mark  was  wanting. 

G. — Then  you  would  have  been  justified  in  concluding  that  their  Vaccination  had  been 
imperfect  and  ineffectual,  such  as  could  not  protect  them  against  Small  Pox  at  any  subse- 
quent period  of  their  lives  ? 

A. — Such  marks  ought  not  to  have  been  received  as  evidence  of  the  peculiar  protection 
of  V^accination. 

Q. — In  fact  they  might  as  well  not  have  been  vaccinated  at  all? 

A. — I believe  as  well  not  vaccinated  at  all. 

Q. — Have  you  any  other  proofs  to  state  of  their  having  been  vaccinated  previously  to 
their  taking  the  Small  Pox,  of  which  they  died? 

-4. — No  other  distinct  proofs. — They  all,  meaning  the  twelve  persons,  had  the  per- 
suasion that  they  had  been  vaccinated. 


(signed)  George  Gregory,  M.  D. 

No.  8,  Upper  John-street,  Golden-square, 

December  1st,  1825. 


SIR, 


January  25th,  1826. 


Henry  Hobhouse,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


I am,  8ic. 

Henry  Halford, 

President  of  the  Board  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Establishment. 
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III.— COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

SIR,  Admiralty  Office,  gth  February  1826. 

I AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  Mr.  Secretary  Peel,  copy  of  a Report  from  Dr,  Burnett,  one 
of  the  Medical  Commissioners  of  the  Victualling  Board,  whom  their  Lordships  ordered  to 
proceed  on  board  the  ship  Phaeton,  for  the  purpose  of  fully  inquiring  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  disease  which  broke  out  on  board  that  ship. 

I am,  &c. 

H.  Hobhouse,  Esq.  J.  W.  Croker. 

&c-  &c.  &c. 


Gentlemen,  Victualling  Office,  15th  October  1825. 

Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  Mr.  Barrow’s  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I 
repaired  to  Portsmouth,  and  made  a particular  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  late  visitation  of  Small  Pox  on  board  His  Majesty’s  ship  Phaeton,  on  her  passage 
to  America,  and  have  likewise  seen  and  examined  every  officer  and  man  remaining  in  the 
ship  who  had  suffered  from  the  late  attack.  I have  to  submit  the  following  Report  to  the 
Board  thereupon, 

THE  Phaeton  sailed  from  Portsmouth  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  on  the  16th  of  that 
month,  Thomas  Witcher,  the  boatswain’s  yeoman,  was  attacked  with  a disease,  w'hich  in  a 
day  or  two  showed  itself  to  be  Small  Pox.  This  man  had  been  allowed  a few  days  leave  of 
absence  to  visit  his  friends  before  the  ship  sailed;  and  it  was  discovered  after  his  illness  that 
the  Small  Pox  was  raging  in  the  same  house  wherein  he  took  up  his  abode.  His  disease 
proved  very  severe,  and  he  died  on  the  29th  June,  in  Funchall  Roads,  at  the  island  of 
Madeira. 

On  the  4th  July  the  disease  again  made  its  appearance  amongst  the  midshipmen,  and  in 
the  course  of  five  or  six  days  there  were  no  less  than  seven  midshipmen  and  nine  of  the 
ship’s  company  attacked. 

All  the  young  gentlemen  had  been  vaccinated  when  children ; and  I ascertained  by  per- 
sonal examination  in  all  but  one  case  that  the  cicatrices  were  most  perfect,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  they  had  passed  under  the  influence  o-f  the  Vaccine  Inoculation  in  a regular  and 
satisfactory  manner. 

Of  the  nine  belonging  to  the  ship’s  company,  three  stated  that  they  had  undergone  Vac- 
cination when  young ; two  were  vaccinated  by  the  surgeon  on  board,  and  two  stated  that 
they  had  had  the  Small  Pox  in  the  natural  way.  The  remaining  two  were  boys  who  had 
been  vaccinated  by  the  surgeon  a few  weeks  before  leaving  Portsmouth. 

With  respect  to  the  first  three,  who  stated  that  they  had  undergone  Vaccination,  I have 
to  observe,  that  in  the  case  of  Charles  Clements,  I have  very  great  doubt  whether  he  has 
passed  through  this  operation  in  such  a manner  as  to  give  reasonable  hope  of  security ; 
and  as  regards  the  two,  viz.  John  Thomson  and  John  Smith,  I am  fully  convinced  that  they 
never  underwent  Vaccination  in  a proper  manner.  The  first  of  the  three  had  a very  indis- 
tinct and  unsatisfactory  mark  on  his  arm ; the  other  two  had  nothing  whatever  to  show. 
There  were  likewise  some  anomalies  attending  the  cases  of  the  two  last  which  will  be 
noticed  hereafter. 

The  second  two,  J.  Reid  and  J.  Munns,  were  passing  through  the  stages  of  Vaccination 
when  attacked.  The  attack  of  Reid  took  place  on  the  sixth  day  after  Vaccination,  and, 
that  of  Munns  on  the  fourteenth ; Reid  fell  a victim  to  the  disease,  and  Munns  escaped 
with  difficulty. 

The  cases  of  J.  Vick  and  William  Colerigg,  the  surgeon  considered  to  have  been  second 
attacks  of  Small  Pox.  Vick  declared  to  the  surgeon  that  he  had  passed  through  the  dis- 
ease in  a natural  way,  and  showed  marks  on  different  parts  of  his  body,  which  satisfied  that 
gentleman  of  the  truth  of  his  assertions ; but  as  he  was  covered  with  the  marks  of  his 
recent  attack  when  I visited  the  Phaeton,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  decide.  Colerigg, 
who  died  on  the  eighth  day  of  his  illness,  stated  that  he  had  passed  through  the  disease 
(Small  Pox)  on  board  the  Salvador  del  Mundo,  in  1811  ; and  Mr.  Crichton,  the  surgeon  of 
the  Phaeton,  who  was  an  assistant  .surgeon  of  the  Salvador  del  Mundo  at  the  period, 
informed  me,  that  both  Small  Pox  and  Measles  certainly  prevailed  on  board  that  ship  at 
the  time  mentioned,  but  that  he  did  not  recollect  the  individual.  1 have  examined  the 
Surgeon’s  journal,  and  also  the  books  of  Plymouth  Hospital  for  that  year,  but  the  name 
of  Colerigg  does  not  appear  in  either. 
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Regarding  the  boys,  I have  to  observe,  that  they  had  been  recently  vaccinated  on  board, 
and  passed  through  the  disease  in  a very  mild  manner. 

With  the  intention,  however,  of  placing  before  the  Board  a condensed  view  of  the  cases 
of  these  individuals,  I have  drawn  up  the  accompanying  Table,  which  contains  every  thing 
necessary  to  illustrate  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  question  of  Vaccination. 

Of  the  whole  number  attacked,  ten  appear  to  have  been  properly  vaccinated  ; of  these 
seven  were  severe;  all  recovered.  Of  two  who  were  under  Vaccination  at  the  time  of  the 
attack,  one  died,  and  the  other  narrowly  escaped.  Of  three  who  had  neither  been  vacci- 
nated, nor  had  passed  through  the  Small  Pox,  one  died ; and  in  the  cases  of  the  other  two 
(J.  Thomson  and  ^Villiam  Smith),  the  symptoms  were  of  an  anomalous  nature. 

The  case  of  Charles  Clements  was  one  of  a very  doubtful  aspect  as  to  Vaccination,  and 
he  passed  through  the  regular  stages  of  Small  Pox  in  the  usual  manner.  Of  two  who  de- 
clared that  they  had  had  Small  Pox  formerly,  one  died  and  the  other  recovered. 

Though  upon  a consideration  of  the  foregoing  facts,  I am  obliged  to  confess  that  Vacci- 
nation does  not  afford  all  the  protection  from  Small  Pox  which  had  at  one  time  been  anti- 
cipated ; still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  has  had  a most  beneficial  effect  in  modifying 
the  disease  ; yet  it  must  also  be  allowed,  that  the  proportion  of  three  severe  cases  in  ten 
is  a considerable  number.  It  should  however  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  the  weather 
was  then  exceedingly  hot,  the  thermometer  being  about  8o  degrees  in  the  shade,  which 
under  anv  circumstances  must  have  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  febrile  action. 


To  the  Board. 


(signed) 


W.  Burnett. 
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NAMES,  AGES  and  QUALITIES. 

Whether  Vaccinated 
or  not. 

Date  of 
Attack. 

Eruption 

appeared. 

Thomas  Wicher 

. 

- - not 

1825. 
16  June 

- - became 

Mr,  Moore,  midshipman 

aetat.  16 

cicatrix  said  to  be  perfect  - 

4 July 

5 July 

Mr.  Sleigh,  masters  assistant 

setat.  20 

vaccinated  ; cicatrix  very 
perfect  ... 

d« 

8 July 

Mr.  Busk,  midshipman 

aetat.  22 

d» 

7 July 

Mr.  Lee,  midshipman 

- 

this  case  was  the  same  as  IM 

r.  Busk's. 

Mr.  Warden,  midshipman 

aetat.  19 

vaccinated ; and  cicatrix  per- 
fect - - - . 

4 July 

8 July 

John  Reid,  A.  B.  - - 

aetat.  19 

vaccinated  on  board,  24th 
June  - - 

d° 

9 July 

J.  Massie,  midshipman  - 

setat.  16 

vaccinated ; cicatrix  perfect 

7 July 

eruption  very 

John  Harvey,  mate 

aetat.  23 

d“ 

d“ 

8 p.  m. 

Ch.  Clements,  captain  after-guard,  setat.  35 

very  doubtful  - 

d» 

f the  eruption 
\ distinct 

William  Colerigg,  A.  B. 

aetat.  28 

declared  he  had  small  pox 
in  181 1 

d® 

8 July 

T.  Avenall  - 

J.  Sutton  .... 

aetat. 
aetat.  12J 

vaccinated  in  May;  ^ 

cicatrices  perfect  J 

d“ 

10  July 

J.  Thomson,  seaman  - 

&tat.  20 

not 

d® 

no  pustules 
appeared 

J.Vick  - - - . 

setat.  30 

declared  he  had  had  the 
small  pox  - - - 

d“ 

9 July 

J.  Munns,  seaman 

setat.  27 

vaccinated  on  board,  24th 
June  - - . - 

8 July 

d® 

John  Smith,  seaman  - 

setat.  20 

not 

d° 

10  July 

J.  Pritchard,  under-butler  to  the  Right 
hon.  Mr.  Vaughan  - - . . 

- - vaccinated  - 

3 August 

5 .August 
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Fever  ceased. 

Eruption 
began  to 
decline. 

Whetlier 

Secondary 

Fever 

appeared. 

Event. 

REMARKS. 

confluent  - 

. 

- 

1825. 

died  29th  June. 

9 July 

9 July 

none 

recovered 

13  July 

none 

returned  to  duty 

ran  its  cour 

se  in  a few  di 

lys 

on  26th  July, 
d"  20th  July. 

and  became 

confluent 

appeared 

d®  30th  July. 

died  30th  July 

This  man  was  indisposed  onist  July,  apparently 

trifling 

none 

recovered 

from  his  vaccine  pustule ; on  3d  he  was  well  ; 
he  suflered  much  from  an  old  pulmonic 
complaint  during  his  illness. 

Many  of  the  pustules  did  not  arrive  at  sup- 

9 July 

16  July 

none 

recovered. 

puration,  though  the  eruptive  fever  was 
brisk. 

became  confluent 


f completed  the  stages  in') 
( a very  mild  manner. J 


in  this  case  went  through  the  stages  in'! 
manner  - - . . . J 


12  July 

19  July 

10  July 
9 August 


17  July 
20  July 


appeared 


none 


none 


appeared 


none 


slight  on  IS** 


recovered. 


died  17th  July 


recov'ered 

recovered 

recovered 

recovered 


Baltimore  hos- 
pital ; 26th, 
doing  well. 


This  man  showed  the  surgeon  marks  having 
the  appearance  of  a former  attack  of  Small 
Pox. 


This  man  had  no  pustular  eruption,  but  had  an 
efflorescence,  which  on  its  disappearance 
left  drv  scales  on  the  surface  of  the  skin. 


This  man  showed  the  surgeon  satisfactory 
marks  of  a former  attack  of  Small  Pox. 


The  eruption  in  this  case  had  become  pustular; 
he  returned  to  duty  20th  July. 
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